
Belmont Public Schools 

 
Presents 

       

Success for All Students within Inclusive Classrooms 
 

Course Description:  This course will help staff to understand, instruct, accommodate and assess students with 

varying disabilities, as well as collaborate to employ strategies that ultimately help all students access curriculum. A 

variety of teaching methods will be modeled and the course lessons will be presented using lectures, presentations, 

technology, videos and current articles and publications. 

 

PDPs: Participants who attend both sessions and complete assignments will receive 15 Professional Development 

Points (PDPs) in the area of "strategies for effective schooling for students with disabilities and instruction of 

students with diverse learning styles" required for license renewal.  

 

 

Register for Day 1, Day 2 or both days:  Success for All Students… 

 

Deadline to register:  Friday, December 21, 2018     Max. Enrollment 30 each day 

 

Course Facilitator: Mary Jane Weinstein, MEd   Target Audience: Educators grades preK-12 

  

Day 1:  Saturday, January 12, 2019 (8:30am-3:00 pm)   Presenter:  Kelly Merten 

Chenery Middle School, Large Community Room 

 

Agenda: Instructional Strategies for Students with Disabilities and Diverse Learning Styles 

• Evaluation/Assessments  

• Types of Disabilities including profile of student 

• Accommodations vs. Modifications 

• Language Based Learners and strategies to support a language based learner 

• Specific Programming Exploration principles of differentiation.   

• Executive Functioning  

• Universal Design 

• Teaching for Independence  

• Social/Emotional Disabilities perhaps including high functioning ASD 

• Mental Health 

 

Day 2:  Saturday, February 2, 2019 (8:30am-3:00 pm)    Presenter:  Jessica Minihan 

Chenery Middle School, Large Community Room 

 

Agenda: Practical Strategies for Reducing Anxiety and Defiant Behavior in the Classroom 

• Essential principals of behavior 

• Understanding of the impact of anxiety on behavior and learning 

• Underdeveloped skills associated with anxiety 

• Why some students seek negative attention 

• 10 questions to ask prior to prescribing a strategy or an intervention (group work) 

• Why breaks may not be helpful and how to change that 

• Dissecting Transitions to reduce oppositional behavior   (group work) 

• Teaching initiation, persistence, and help-seeking skills to reduce work avoidance  

• Teaching self-regulation 

• How to reduce negative thinking towards writing 

• Tips on Giving Directions to Reduce Oppositional Responses 

• How to shift reinforcement systems to increase skill development 

• Self-monitoring systems 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/rPNB6LEL4DRZiKc02


 

  

 

ABOUT THE PRESENTERS: 

 

Kelly Mertens, Med. Is a licensed Special Educator and Administrator. She has worked in special education for the 

past fourteen years. In addition to her role as a Special Education Administrator She is an adjunct faculty member at 

Boston University and Salem State University. Kelly also instructs through the EDCO Collaborative and facilitates 

EDCO’s Team Chair Roundtable.  Prior to these roles, she was employed for eight years in Danvers and two years 

in Nantucket as a special education teacher and worked with students in grade 7-12.   

 

 

 

 

Jessica Minahan, MEd, BCBA, is a licensed and board certified behavior analyst and 

special educator, as well as a consultant to schools internationally (www.jessicaminahan.com). Jessica has over 

seventeen years of experience supporting students who exhibit challenging behavior in urban public school systems.  

She is a blogger on The Huffington Post, as well as the author of The Behavior Code: A Practical Guide to 

Understanding and Teaching the Most Challenging Students, with Nancy Rappaport (Harvard Education Press, 

2012) and author of The Behavior Code Companion: Strategies, Tools, and Interventions for Supporting Students 

with Anxiety-Related or Oppositional Behaviors (Harvard Education Press, 2014). 


